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Who are we?

• Company of demographers, housing analysts, forecasters, economists 
and Census data experts 

• 25 years working with Local Government

• 40 employees

• Over 300 local government clients covering 
80% of Australia’s population

• Partners with National Economics (NIEIR) and IPSOS

http://home.id.com.au/id-community/client-list


What do we do?

We study how cities, towns and 
regions are growing and changing 

(population and economy) ...

... and organise complex data in 
intuitive web applications for 

people with diverse needs and 
skills ...

...for a relevant geography to 
support local area planning...

... so our clients can make 
informed decisions about when 

and where to provide services and 
invest in infrastructure.
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Where we thought we

were heading



Australia was one of the fastest growing OECD countries, 
heading to over 33 million people by 2041



However, ABS’ forecasts for regional Australia are still gloomy



State government regional forecasts are also depressed

Share of State population, ABS & QGSO Projections, regional Queensland, 2002-2041

COVID 2019



We forecast a strong recovery in overseas migration



Queensland’s growth is cyclical and closely linked to other 
parts of Australia

Queensland’s share of national population growth, 1972-2020

Commonwealth Games 

EXPO 88

Victorian recession

‘Sydney is full’ Bob Carr

Melbourne 
bounces back

Sydney 
resurge

COVID19

Comm games



What’s driving 

regional growth?



COVID-19 Impact 
Assessment  
Framework



What are the drivers of regional growth?

Accelerators + Decelerators –



How are we capturing these drivers?

✓ Increased construction activity due to pent up domestic demand

✓ Tighter dwelling vacancy rates due to increased demand for lifestyle

✓ Tighter dwelling vacancy rates due to short term take up of holiday homes

✓ Tighter dwelling vacancy rates due to increased demand for work

✓ Larger households due to housing stress

✓ Net in-migration of young-adults in many regional areas

✓ Fewer births in areas with higher share of younger overseas migrants



Real life examples



Western Downs: building a pipeline of growth



forecast.id’s single scenario allows you to monitor your policies

Gracemere Growth Area

Rockhampton City Council, Forecast Population, 2016-2020



Early Census insights



Queensland is the most 
decentralised state

That’s over 3 million people

More than half of all 
Queenslanders live regionally

Beware of the elephant in 
the room



Share of regional growth

30% 

Gold Coast

21%

Sunshine Coast

15%

Ipswich



Gold Coast and Sunshine Coast and Ipswich are three fastest 

growing major regional cities in Australia for the past 20 years



Age structure



Strong growth in young adults, families, and older age groups

Residents by age, regional Queensland, 2011-2021



With older 
children 
outgrowing the 
rest of regional 
Australia

Change in residents by age (%) , regional Queensland, 2016-2021



Major regional cities Major regional cities excl Gold Coast, Sunshine Coast & Ipswich

Rural areas Coastal areas

However, growth is nuanced in regional Queensland areas



Households



Couples without children is now the number one household type

Number of households by type,  regional Queensland, 2021-2021



As lone person households accelerates faster than the rest of 
regional Australia 

Change in household types (%),  regional Queensland , 2016-2021



Dwellings



Construction continues, while vacancies fall to tightest levels in 
regional Australia 

Private Dwellings, regional Queensland, 2011-2021



Driven by an actual reduction in number of vacant dwellings

Change in dwellings, regional Queensland, 2011- 2021



Vacancies fell in most places

Change in vacancy rate, regional Queensland, 2011- 2021



Key insights

✓ Very strong growth in families (and young adults) will 

demand quality services, education and jobs

✓ Aging in place means even more focus on services and 

infrastructure for an even older population

✓ Quality housing choice - Households are diversifying (Couples 

without children now dominant, lone person catching up) 

✓ In the right locations – to balance increased regional demand 

residential construction and vacancy rates

✓ Protect your natural environment –natural environment is a 

key asset and most valued by your residents



Q&A

forecast.id

https://forecast.id.com.au/


Stay up-to-date with our 
progress to deliver the 

fastest Census update yet



Thank you

id.com.au

If you would like to stay up to date and receive our population forecast insights, product 
updates, training tips and new forecasts please subscribe to our newsletter here.

https://content.id.com.au/forecastnewsletter

