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Who are we?

• Company of demographers, housing analysts, forecasters, economists 
and Census data experts 

• 25 years working with Local Government

• 40 employees

• Over 300 local government clients covering 
80% of Australia’s population

• Partners with National Economics (NIEIR) and IPSOS

Who we are…
Company of demographers, housing analysts, forecasters, economists 

and Census data experts

40 employees

25 years working with Local Government

Over 300 local government clients covering 80% of Australia’s population

Market leaders in online demographic information

http://home.id.com.au/id-community/client-list
http://home.id.com.au/id-community/client-list
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Over 85% of growth area councils are covered by forecast.id

Capital cities

70% 
of councils

Share of councils with forecast.id



The big picture



Australia is one of the fastest growing OECD countries

Australia’s Population, ABS and .id, Australia, 1972-2041



Metro growth areas have been central to Australia’s growth story

-0.4%

2.2%

Annual population change (%), Growth areas and Rest of Australia, 2002-2021



After the biggest shock since WW1, a strong recovery in overseas 
migration is underway 

Net overseas migration, ABS and .id, Australia, 1972-2041



What’s driving population 
in growth areas?

New transport infrastructure



Forecasting 
suburb life 
cycles



Small area 
Assessment 
Framework

Visual aid only: 
Extract from 
forecast.id website



How are we capturing these drivers?

✓ Construction activity – net additional dwellings by year

✓ Dwelling occupancy rates – tightening in many suburban areas

✓ Households – looking closely at single-adult households by age group

✓ Age specific migration – starting to revert to pre-pandemic levels

✓ Birth rates adjustments –select areas with high share of family forming age groups



We develop assumptions in collaboration with you



forecast.id’s single scenario allows you to monitor your policies

East Wanneroo Structure Plan Revised 
Assumptions – Precinct 11

Population Forecast, forecast.id, City of Wanneroo, 2016-2041, reviewed 2021

Freeway extensions + trainline extension 
increased demand to Alkimos, Eglinton and 
Yanchep)



State population projections are not forecasts of the future

“Three possible future population outcomes” NSW Government

“It’s the responsibility of the user to identify the 
risk and which band to use” WA Tomorrow

“These projections do not include demographic impacts 
of Government policies and any major land releases” 
Tasmanian Government

“Different policy settings could result in changes to the 
expected size, distribution and characteristics of the 
population.” Victoria in Future

“To account for this uncertainty, a range of possible 
outcomes has been used” Queensland Government

“Treasury is working to update its projections of the 
ACT’s population
” ACT Government

“Population projections are not forecasts of the 
future” SA Government



How are growth 
areas being 
impacted?



Impact on age structure



Growth areas are growing up:  35-39 year-olds now largest age group 

Residents by age, Growth areas, Australia, 2011 - 2021
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Driven mostly by Sydney and Melbourne 
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Adelaide and Hobart more age diverse than Canberra and Darwin
Adelaide

DarwinCanberra
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Strongest gains in 35-39 year-olds and 10-14 year-olds

+16%

+11%
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Change in residents (%) , Growth areas, 2011 to 2021

+4%



With unprecedented growth in 35-39 year-olds across the board 

Change in 34 to 39 year olds (%) , Growth areas, 2011 to 2021
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And an associated increase in older children

Change in 10 to 14 year olds (%) , Growth areas, 2011 to 2021
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Impact on household formation



While family 
households 
dominate…

…One-in-three 
households have 
only one 
breadwinner

Share of households by type, Growth areas and Rest of the city, Australia, 2021
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Lone person & one-
parent families the 
fastest growing 
household type

Change in household types (%), Growth areas, Australia, 2011 to 2021
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Record growth in single-adult households in all cities

Change in households, Growth areas, 2016  to 2021

C
h

an
ge

 (
%

)



Impact on housing



Share of new dwellings by type (No.) , Growth areas, 2016 to 2021

Over 85% of new housing are detached dwellings

High density
8%

Separate 
house
86%

Medium density
6% Share of new separate houses by city, 2016 to 2021

Sydney Melbourne Brisbane, Adelaide, 
Perth, Hobart, 

Darwin, Canberra



Sydney, Brisbane and Canberra lead the way with higher density

High and medium density share of total new dwellings (%), Growth areas, 2016- 2021



Residential construction up by 25%, to over 54,000 new dwelling pa

Change in dwellings, Growth areas, Australia, 2011 to 2021



Vacancy rates, Large capitals, 2011- 2021 Vacancy rates, Small capitals, 2011- 2021

As, vacancies drop to historic lows across the country 

Sydney

Brisbane

Perth

Melbourne Adelaide

Canberra

Hobart

Darwin



Looking forward: 

Solid housing pipeline with building approvals at all time highs 
Building approvals (new dwellings), Growth areas, 2002- 2022



Net overseas migration, Quarterly, Australia, 1981 to 2022

106,200 Sep ‘22

Pe
o

p
le

-42,600 Sep ‘20

Looking forward: 

Net overseas migration is at all time high



Key insights

Families are maturing and demanding different mix of services, facilities and 

dwellings.  Late thirty’s and primary-aged children are now largest age groups.

Sydney and Melbourne are largest in numbers, the smaller capitals have 

experienced the biggest turn around to changing migration patterns

One-in-three households have only one adult breadwinner, this share is 

increasing and is fueling demand for new and different housing.  

Residential construction increases by 25%, but is not enough to meet demand as 

vacancy rates fall across our growth areas

New housing is slow to respond to shifts in demand. 85% of new dwellings are 

detached, although Sydney, Brisbane and Canberra lead the way with higher 

density formats

Stronger demand for housing is on the way, with overseas migration at all time 

highs



Explore Census info live

forecast.id

https://forecast.id.com.au/


Thank you

id.com.au

If you would like to stay up to date and receive our population forecast insights, product 
updates, training tips and new forecasts please subscribe to our newsletter here.

https://content.id.com.au/forecastnewsletter
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