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What are the drivers of your

economy & barriers to growth?

Is housing affordability

impacting your community?

What do residents believe needs to

happen to advance quality of life?

How is your community changing?

Which areas are most

disadvantaged?

The .id digital platform for Sunshine Coast Council...

https://profile.id.com.au/
https://content.id.com.au/community-views
https://forecast.id.com.au/
http://economy.id.com.au/
https://atlas.id.com.au/
https://housing.id.com.au/


About the Sunshine Coast...

What do we already know about the Sunshine Coast?

With a median age of 43 years.

But 9.5% of households with a mortgage are in mortgage stress.

Population has grown by about 30% over past 10 years

32% are couples without children.

More than 365,000 people live there.

33% of homes are fully owned.

Greatest growth from those aged 70-84 years.

Couples without children are also the biggest emerging group.

A strong and expanding economy. Health Care and Social Assistance is the biggest employer.

https://profile.id.com.au/sunshine-coast/highlights
https://housing.id.com.au/sunshine-coast/housing-stress
https://profile.id.com.au/sunshine-coast/highlights?WebID=10&BMID=50
https://profile.id.com.au/sunshine-coast/households?WebID=10&BMID=50
https://profile.id.com.au/sunshine-coast
https://profile.id.com.au/sunshine-coast/tenure?WebID=10
https://profile.id.com.au/sunshine-coast/service-age-groups?WebID=10&EndYear=2011&DataType=UR
https://profile.id.com.au/sunshine-coast/households?WebID=10&EndYear=2011&DataType=UR
https://economy.id.com.au/sunshine-coast/gross-product
https://economy.id.com.au/sunshine-coast/employment-by-industry


An independent, robust and repeatable community survey that seeks to understand and advance

quality of life across Australia's local areas. 

Uses 16 attributes to determine community values and experiences,

calculate local area liveability and identify future needs. 

Also measures health and wellbeing, financial circumstances, local

area concerns and seeks ideas for improving quality of life.

Contextualises community views spatially, through demography and

according to life-stage. 

Custom questions to inform local strategy and advocacy.

But what is it like to live on the Sunshine Coast?

Complete the survey yourself

This video introduces the Living in Place survey and how we collect the data.

https://p8er5x0wrlo.typeform.com/to/bJnf0GV5
https://www.canva.com/design/DAFb5ATXJ7Q/yuqFOMj-iQ_u_dJDaGAyHA/view


Values and Experiences

Liveability and Future Needs

Health and Wellbeing

Financial Circumstances

Concerns and Ideas

Demography and Life Stage

Sunshine Coast’s Views | Design

What questions did you ask in the survey?

We ask questions that allow place

based decision makers to measure the

positive impact or benefits that policies

generate for society, beyond purely

economic considerations. 

The questions cover a diverse range of topics aligned with

Council strategy and advocacy.

An annual national Living in Australia survey provides

contemporary external benchmarking.

The survey is efficient to administer and takes less than 10

minutes to complete.

Questionnaire Topics

Overall

Liveability Index

One number between 0 & 100 to

monitor collective quality of life

Climate Change



Urban A: 

n=424

Urban B: 

n=244

Sunshine Coast’s Views | Collect

How many people did you survey?

The survey was administered from 7th

to 19th May 2024. 

We achieved a total sample of n=1,944

respondents, with sufficient sample size

by 6 planning areas.

The data was cleaned and weighted by age and local area to

reflect the population characteristics.

Local areas

Urban D: 

n=204

Rural 1: 

n=211

Rural 2: 

n=322

Urban C: 

n=539



Sunshine Coast’s Views | Report and Support

How do you analyse and report the data?

The insights and data are provided

across four complementary platforms.

views.id enables you to explore and analyse the results for your

Council area and compare to benchmarks.

The Insights workshop launches the Community Views insights

to Council and acts as a views.id on-boarding opportunity.

The Views report and Insights video communicate the insights in

an engaging manner. 

Ongoing support to help Council continue to represent its

community's views in decision making.

https://views.id.com.au/sunshine-coast


Sunshine Coast’s Views

Key Insights



INSIGHT 1:

Overall liveability on the Sunshine Coast has decreased since 2022.

The Overall Liveability Index has decreased to

60.3 from 60.9 in 2023 and 61.6 in 2022 and

remains below Australian, QLD and SEQ

benchmarks.



Urban A

Meridan Plains to Bells

Creek/Pelican Waters 

58.7

Urban B

Mountain Creek/Minyama/

Buddina to Wurtulla

64.5

Urban C

Maroochydore to

Palmview

60.4

Urban D

Peregian Beach to

Twin Waters 

61.6

Rural 1

Maleny and Glass House

Mountains down to

Beerburrum

59.5

Rural 2

Glenview up to Doonan 

59.2

Total

60.3

Arrows indicate change since 2021

Liveability is typically higher in the urban

areas of the Sunshine Coast, with the

exception of ‘Urban A’ (the southern urban

part of the LGA).

Liveability mapped spatially

on the Sunshine Coast



The impact of

population growth

Outer suburban growth areas play an

important role in housing Australia’s growing

population.

However, residents in these communities tend

to face the following challenges:

Poorer experiences of road congestion

(4.8/10 vs 5.6 across Australia)

Harder to make their way around with

relative ease (6.0/10 vs 6.4)

Lower sense of community (6.2/10 vs

6.5)

Lower sense of good job prospects

(5.7/10 vs 5.9)

Data based on our Living in Australia benchmarking

study of over 5,000 Australians



A lack of road congestion

Attributes that continue

to be identified as

strengths of the local

area.

Attributes putting downward

pressure on liveability.

Sense of community



INSIGHT 2:

Community safety has now surpassed ‘access to the natural

environment’ as the top valued attribute on the Sunshine Coast.







INSIGHT 3:

Road congestion continues to impact liveability on the Sunshine

Coast.







INSIGHT 4:

Housing & cost of living are key issues in the community







https://profile.id.com.au/sunshine-coast/highlights

https://housing.id.com.au/sunshine-coast/housing-stress

Why is housing

important?

Sunshine Coast has a similar housing

tenure to Australia:

33% fully owned (vs 30%)

33% mortgage (vs 33%)

26% renting (vs 30%)

However, they have a lower median

weekly household income, and higher

median weekly mortgage repayments

and rents.

11% of Sunshine Coast households

are in housing stress - the majority of

them are renters.

https://profile.id.com.au/sunshine-coast/highlights
https://housing.id.com.au/sunshine-coast/housing-stress


46%

30%

9%

6%

9%

Australia

INSIGHT 5:

Almost nine in ten believe in climate change, and around half are

currently feeling the effects in their local area



45%

40%

15%

Australia

76%Flooding

Storms

Extreme heat

73%

71%

Top Events Expected

Sunshine Coast residents that believe in climate change are more likely to feel

the local area is already feeling it’s effects

Base: Those that believe in climate change, n=1,738 Base: Those that believe in climate change and

it is, or will, affect the local area, n=1,439



Base: Those that believe in climate change and

it is, or will, affect them personally, n=1,451



Base: Those that believe in climate change and

it is, or will, affect the local area, n=1,439



Change 

2021-24

Good job prospects +0.5

Opportunity for all +0.5

Cultural facilities +0.5

Change 

2021-24

Health services -0.5

Feeling safe -0.3

Making your way around -0.3

Change 

2021-24

Health services +4p.p.

Making your way around +5p.p.

Public transport +7p.p.

What’s changed since 2021 and how do we support the needs of

residents into the future?

Improved experiences Declining experiences Increasing in importance



Questions?
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